[The role of surgery in the management of small cell lung carcinoma].
Small cell lung carcinoma is responsive to chemotherapy and radiotherapy, but long-term survival of patients is rarely seen. We analyzed resected 19 patients with small cell lung carcinoma. The overall 5-year survival rate of resected patients was approximately 30% and mean survival time (MST) was 50 months. 2 patients of them survived more than 5 years. The survivors were received chemotherapy and radiotherapy several times after surgery. When we consider the role of resection in the treatment of small cell lung carcinoma, we can realize multimodality therapy including resection is important to obtain long-term survival. Moreover, the surgical resection can identify mixed type with non-small cell elements or residual tumors after chemotherapy and determine optimal treatment methods from their histopathologic findings.